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“THY JUDGMENTS ARE
AS THE LIGHT”

H.D. Simmons

INTRODUCTION1

As the people of the living God, we must understand our responsi-
bility to walk in the light (Jn. 8:12; 1 Jn. 1:7-10; cf. Jn. 12:36; Mt. 5:14-
16; Phil. 2:15; Eph. 5:8). This is not possible without the light of the
inspired Word of God. The concept of God’s Word being viewed as
light is frequently found in the Scriptures (Ps. 119:105, 130; Pro. 6:23).
What light they furnish to man from his Creator. How much darker our
world would be without this precious light. Consider how truly dark
this world would be without the light of God’s dear Word.

 In our text for this study, the prophet Hosea made a profound
announcement concerning the Word of God. Our text states:

Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them
by the words of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light
that goeth forth (Hos. 6:5).

THE PROPHET HOSEA

Hosea takes his place among the great lovers of all time. His love
for his spouse was so strong that even her vilest behavior did not
destroy his love for her. She broke his heart, yet this experience made
it possible for him to know the infinite heart of God more clearly, and
to give to the world a clearer picture of the immensity of divine love.2

THE BACKGROUND FOR HOSEA’S WORK

During the reign of Jeroboam II, in Israel, God’s people enjoyed
peace and prosperity. In such times, the Bible shows that God’s people
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thoughtlessly drifted into ease, transgression, extravagance and
oppression. The careless living of God’s children brought them into
debauchery. During this confusing time, the prophet Amos came with
burning messages of truth. It seems the people could not, or would not,
see the evidence of the serious consequences he predicted for them.
Assyria was quiet, and the surrounding nations were not bothering
Israel, so the Israelites refused to think of God’s judgments coming
upon them. It seemed as if the two Jewish kingdoms were having their
place in the sun, having their way in the world. Yet, God’s prophet
could see the sure signs of decay and calamity of God’s judgment that
awaited these foolish people.3 The prophecies of Hosea are addressed
almost equally to Israel and Judah. Their rebellion is deeply deplored,
their captivity is foretold and their final restoration is promised.4

Jeroboam’s son, Zechariah, who had come to the throne, was
assassinated only six months after taking power. His assassin reigned
for only one month and was killed by Menahem, who then took the
throne. Anarchy was having its way—it seemed no king was safe. In
745 B.C., Tiglath Pileser of Assyria began his conquering career. There
was no kingdom able to stand against his might. Menahem was forced
to pay Assyria great tribute, or otherwise be destroyed. The Assyrian
yoke was fastened securely on Israel’s neck. All their wealth, peace and
safety were soon taken away.5

After Menahem’s death, his son, Pekah, came to the throne. He
attempted to throw off the Assyrian yoke. Rezin of Damascus joined
him in this fight, but the kingdom of Judea did not. Thus, Pekah and
Rezin came against Judah, which motivated Judah’s king, fearful and
faithless Ahaz, to called on Tiglath Pileser for assistance. The Assyrian
army came and overthrew Damascus and most of Israel. The Assyrians
left Samaria in shambles, with Hoshea, their puppet king, on the throne
of Israel. During these years of anarchy, bloodshed, revolt and the
downfall of the nation, Hosea did his work in Israel. His task was to
preach God’s message to people who had little concern for things of a
spiritual nature. Death, decay and dissolution were all around the
prophet, yet he stood firm as the Lord’s representative in Israel.6

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS CONDITIONS
DURING THE TIME OF HOSEA

There was a general attitude of looseness and laxness concerning
personal behavior during the time of Hosea’s work among God’s
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people. The rulers, leaders and priests set very poor examples for the
people. Family life had fallen into shambles. The priests had failed in
their responsibility to be familiar with God’s Word, and they often
lived despicable lives. Moral and ethical requirements were eliminated.
Living ungodly lives seemed to be attractive to God’s children. God’s
people were emulating the surrounding heathen nations in idol worship.
On every hand, living among these horrible conditions, witnessing
God’s people going into apostasy broke the heart of Hosea.7 Many of
the conditions in Hosea’s day are quite similar to conditions in our
time. One can find many parallels in the two periods. Surely, God’s
people today will listen to this great prophet.

NOTE THE CONTEXT

As with understanding any Bible verse, one of our first consider-
ations must be context. When one does not have a proper understanding
of the context of any verse under study, errors in comprehension will
usually occur. One must notice the context of our passage to properly
understand the text. God’s people were denounced by the prophet for
their involvement with false religion (Hos. 4:12ff). The Lord had given
them true religion, yet they became involved in the false religions of
their neighbors—idolatry. It reminds us of some brethren today. God
has revealed, in the New Testament, His glorious church, but they
desire the teachings and practices of their neighbors—denominational-
ism: man-made religion (Col. 2:22). In Hosea’s day, God’s people had
rejected His Law (Hos. 4:6). Whenever God’s people reject His Book,
immorality and wickedness always will follow. The leaders of the
Lord’s people were wicked and did not lead the people in godliness
(Hos. 5:1). Thus, because of these conditions, God said He would be as
a lion to His people (Hos. 5:14). He would tear them, yet, if they would
return to Him, He would heal them and raise them up again (Hos. 6:1-
2). Their faithfulness was as the morning cloud and the dew that soon
disappeared (Hos. 6:4). Therefore, by His prophets God would cut them
and slay them by the Words of His mouth, by His judgments that went
forth as light (Hos. 6:5). In the midst of all this evil, God’s people
seemed to think outward service to God was the solution. They needed
to understand living so wickedly and offering a sacrifice was not the
answer (Hos. 6:6). Have God’s people really changed? Some think they
can live all week long as the world, come and partake of the Lord’s
Supper on Sunday, then go back to worldliness on Monday, and all will
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be right with God. They seem to actually believe our Lord will accept
such hypocrisy. Therefore, as a lion, God would tear Hosea’s people
and slay them with His powerful Word.

This powerful Word will still cut to our hearts. The writer of
Hebrews said it was powerful and effective to do its work and sharper
than any two-edged sword (Heb. 4:12). Paul said the Gospel is God’s
power to save lost people (Rom. 1:16). Isaiah said God’s Word will
perform its intended function; it will not return unto the Lord void (Isa.
55:8-11). This Word will do a wonderful work on our hearts today, if
we will only allow it to work on our hearts (Jas. 1:22-25).

The immediate context, Hosea 6:1-5, is often viewed in two
different manners. Note:

• Some view these verses as a sincere prayer of the people and an
urgent appeal to one another to come back to God.

• Others see these verses as God’s people lacking in genuine
sincerity and connect the verses directly with Hosea 5:15. And,
that they thought all they needed was a slight imitation to return
to God and He would receive them back into His fellowship.

The view taken depends on whether one connects Hosea 6:1-3 with
5:15, or with 6:4. Two things are known about the situation here:

1.They were destroyed for their lack of knowledge (Hos. 4:6), and

2.If they would sincerely return to God He would heal them.

However, if they were insincere, they would not fool the Lord and He
would not return to them. The second interpretation seems to be more
in line with the immediate context.8

GOD’S PEOPLE WERE INCONSTANT

They were so inconsistent in their personal godliness that God
described their goodness as disappearing as the clouds and the dew
(Hos. 6:4). The consequence of Israel’s unsteadiness and inconstancy
is indicated by our text. Because of their constant fluctuating between
false religion and true religion, instead of building up His people the
Lord cut them down through His inspired prophets by strong and fierce
denunciations; and, God slew them through His powerful divine Word.
The judgment of the Lord went forth in His Word as a lightening flash,
and it was as clear as the light of day. Their mere outward services to
God could not atone for their hypocrisy (1 Sam. 15:22).9
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Hosea made it quite clear, by his preaching, that because the love
of God’s people for their Lord vanished again and again, He had no
choice but to punish His people.10 Similar to a father in the last struggle
of necessity against his own son the Lord dwells upon the good things
in the character of Ephraim, the heir of Jacob’s favorite son, before God
consents to cast him off as rebellious and the same spirit is shown to the
kingdom of Judah (Hos. 6:4; 11:8).11

The condition of God’s people at this time was pathetic. It can be
described as a constant repenting then soon relapsing, smitten by God,
then returning temporarily to Him, resolving then soon forgetting; an
ever beginning yet never finishing. It was a fair show of leaves without
any fruit. The past misery and mercy of God did not even seem to
influence them at all. God’s people must realize that their goodness
must endure under the burning heat of the sun. There remained nothing
for the Lord to do but chastise them because of their desperate
condition. God’s Word, which disturbs those living in sin and produces
conviction in the human heart, was the instrument the Lord used to
accomplish His will under these conditions. It is always the case that
man will always be better or worse, quickened or slain after hearing
God’s saving truth (Acts 2:36-38; 2 Cor. 2:16).12

NOTE THE TEXT

The language in our text is of course figurative. The word trans-
lated “hew” (chatsable) means not merely to cut off but rather to hew
or to carve. By His powerful Word, the Lord would carve out the
nation, shape it into a holy nation answering to its true calling.13 As one
would hew hard wood to the required form, so the Lord dealt with His
people through His Word to cause them to correspond to the character
of godly individuals. God had hewn them as a stonemason hews the
rock until it is fit to be used as a building stone (1 Chr. 22:2). What a
sculpture is to a block of marble so the Word of God must be to God’s
people. The Great Sculptor seeks to correct, to cut into symmetry. As
a great hammer wielded by the Divine hand, the authoritative Word is
efficient in breaking the rock—the hardened heart (Jer. 23:29). Hosea
had met with rough stones, hardened hearts that had to be hammered
and humbled before the Creator.

 The slaying is metaphorical and consisted of the denunciations of
the prophets who preached God’s Word. The Divine judgments were
likely these denunciations that went forth as lightening to the people.
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The judgments God laid out were so conspicuous that everyone should
have observed them and taken them to heart. His Word would break out
like daylight, like a sudden blaze of light upon the people, as sudden
and as overpowering as the lightening. The Hebrew word, owr,
translated “light,” conveys the idea of being or making luminous, as the
light of day. Thus, the meaning of the word is illumination or luminary;
thus, including light or lightening. God had slain the wicked by the
Word of His mouth, His Word announced by His spokesmen (1 Kgs.
21:19-24; 22:15-37; 2 Kgs. 9:1-10). God’s judgments revealed the sin
of His people and exposed the works of darkness in their lives (Eph.
5:11, 13). His punitive judgments, through His Word, had come to
light. Yet, all of God’s efforts to train His people were spoiled by their
own stubbornness and hardness of heart (Heb. 3:13). This text clearly
indicates to our preachers today why they must never soothe men in
their sins, but rather expose the darkness among His people.14 God
identifies His actions with that of His prophets; God’s inspired Word
as being His instrument for executing His will (Jer. 1:10; Ezek. 43:3).15

THY JUDGMENTS

In our text, Hosea has returned to his main theme of warning God’s
people about their sins. Because of their sin, God had sent His prophets
with words of warning.16 Since these people had despised God’s gentler
warnings and measures, He now used more severe measures.17 It was
because of the apostasy and debauchery of His people that God cut
them down through His prophets by stern denunciations and slew them
by His divine Word. These judgments may refer to His words of
judgment, or acts of judgment He had brought upon them. The Hebrew
word translated “judgments” is mishpat. This word comes from the
word shaphat, which means to litigate and it also means a verdict, a
sentence or a decree. The word often denotes God’s Word in the Old
Testament (Ps. 119:13, 43, 102, 106, 108; 147:19; Ezek. 5:7; 18:9;
20:19, 21).18 God’s people had rejected both these judgments. His
judgments toward them had gone forth as a lightening flash, and it was
as clear and conspicuous as the light of day. They were clear and
ominous as the lightening. They were as clear as a bright light coming
out of thick darkness or as clear light coming through dark clouds.19

The judgments are the judgments God had denounced against and
inflicted on His own people. As they plunged into apostasy, He wanted
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them to know that mere outward religious services could never make
up for their defilement.20

The goodness of God’s people had been as the morning cloud and
the morning dew that quickly vanishes before the scorching sun.
Because of their love having been as a transient cloud, God condemned
them by His prophets. He has slain them by His divine judgments that
had been made as clear to them as the light of a clear day.21 God’s
prophets had preached clearly against the fickleness of the people. The
words of judgment had been evident and swift, alluding to the velocity
and splendor of light.22

What had been the response to all God had done to bring His
people back to Him? The response was one of persistent transgression
and treachery toward the Lord.23

God’s people had been clearly cautioned, warned and admonished,
but instead of guarding themselves, they had been heedless and
rebellious. God had striven with them in a variety of ways, yet their
lives were marked by instability and indecision.24

It is a sad truth that often the reproved will fly in the face of the
reprover, and even consider him an enemy because he tells them the
truth (Gal. 4:16).25 Unfortunately, God’s people at this time refused to
be reformed. Therefore, what was meant for their wealth became their
destruction.26 Since these people would not be “hewn” by the message
of the prophets, the message “slew” them.27

Most of the nation chose the sentence of death proclaimed by the
prophet’s message. God’s call to repentance—or to experience His
judgment—is always plain, forthright, unambiguous and bright as the
light (Mt. 3:1-2; 4:17; Lk. 13:3, 5; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30-31).28 The
words of God’s prophets had the cutting-edge of Divine Authority.29

WHY DID GOD DO THIS TO HIS PEOPLE?

One might ask: “What was the reason for God hewing and slaying
His own people?” Hosea 6:6 states clearly the reason for this action of
God. It was because God desires and takes pleasure in love and in the
knowledge of the Lord. Therefore, He had made every effort to
engender this love and knowledge in His people. Such loving knowl-
edge will prompt man to offer sacrifices in keeping with God’s will.
Without this love and knowledge, the Lord does not desire man’s
sacrifices and burnt offerings.30 It is clear in this passage that true love
is rooted in the correct knowledge of God.31 Romans 10:1-4 also makes
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it clear that zeal for God must also be accompanied by the correct
knowledge of God for one to be accepted by the Lord.

One discovers this same concept in the New Testament. Paul told
the preacher Titus to rebuke God’s people sharply. Yet, one must ask
why Titus was to perform this task? So, that God’s people would be
sound in the faith (Tit. 1:3-13). Jesus made it clear to His people: “As
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten” (Rev. 3:19). As with Hosea, these
actions are for the benefit of the children of the Lord.

 The Lord shows He was constrained by urgent necessity to deal
sharply with His people. There is no father who cherishes his children
so dearly as the Heavenly Father, and He loves to deal with us kindly.
Yet, when God’s children are attracted by an ungodly world and fall
into apostasy, He is constrained to deal with them severely. Thus, He
had hewed His people by His prophets. They had become so perverse
that He had to make His Word, by the prophets, like a hammer or an ax
(Jer. 23:29). It became necessary that His Word should be to them as
an ax—it was necessary that His Word slay them. His judgments, in
His Word, thus were to be as a light going forth to His people. God had
warned them, yet they transgressed knowingly and willingly. Like
shining light, He had revealed to them the right way to live. He had not
concealed from them what was right; for as the sun shines on the earth,
His teaching had been to them as the light to show them the way of
God, but this had come about with no profit because of their perverse-
ness.32 Jeremiah compared God’s Word to fire and the ungodly people
to wood being burned in that fire (Jer. 5:14).

The reason the Lord had to punish His people in this manner is
made clear in Hosea 6:6ff. They had reached the point where they felt
heartless sacrifices would cover their sins. These sacrifices were not
only displeasing to God; these actions were abominations in His sight.33

Today, our culture seems to consider any chastisement as unloving.
Some “scholars” have considered these words so harsh (I have slain
them by the words of my mouth) that they have amended the words to
say: “Therefore I have hewed them tablets of stone and taught them by
the words of My mouth.”34 Why is it is so difficult for some to see that
God punished these people because of His great love for them?

ISRAEL’S RELIGION IN THE TIME OF HOSEA

There is such a thing as pure religion (Jas. 1:27). Throughout the
Bible, God also explains the worthlessness of impure religion (Mt.
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15:9). To properly understand our subject, it is vital to understand the
type of religion God’s people were practicing during the time of Hosea.
God had given them pure religion through His inspired revelation, but
this is not what the people of God were practicing at that time. All men
who are truly interested in religion should desire God’s pure religion.

Various means had been tried by the Lord to bring these people
back to true religion: wondrous blessings, precious promises, various
punishments and alarming threatenings of wrath—yet, they refused to
return to God’s truth. One might ask: “For what had they traded pure
religion?”35 First, strange but true, they traded pure religion for the false
religion of their surrounding neighbors. Repeatedly, God had warned
them against this practice, yet they persisted in this folly. The God of
the universe revealed pure holy religion to them, yet they chose the
corrupted religion of mere men over the Truth of God. As one reads the
long account in the Old Testament of Israel’s apostasy, the question is
haunting: “Why would one choose something corruptible for what was
incorruptible?” Still, that was exactly what the Israelites chose.

Secondly, God’s people chose a religion of inconsistency (Hos.
6:4). There is a clear contrast between the constancy of God’s precious
grace (Hos. 6:3), and the inconsistency of Israel’s religion (Hos. 6:4).
God’s children were as fickle as He was faithful. This is seen through-
out their history. At Sinai they promised to be obedient to Him, then
they built a golden calf. In the Book of Judges the cycle one notes is:

• Sinning by the people, then

• God’s sends oppression, then

• They cry to God for deliverance, then

• God delivers them, then

• They go back to sin.

That cycle is repeated for over four hundred years. Even the great
reformations in the time of certain kings (Hezekiah, Josiah) were only
short-lived. This same inconsistency can often be noted in the lives of
various individuals throughout their history. The Lord explained how
the dew of the morning dries up in the blazing heat of the sun, early it
is fresh and thick, but soon it is carried away by evaporation. As the
gathering cloud disappears, so does the faithfulness of His children.
God’s people’s religion was merely an instance of momentary
excitement and goodness. This religion is of no value at any time in



H.D. Simmons 363

history. It is like the dew—soon exhaled by the summer beams, it is
like the cloud—empty, fickle, disappointing—it is worthless.36

Their religion was fickle, heedless, and incorrigible. This type
religion is totally defective. It lacks depth. It has no root. Such religion
makes great promises to God, but seldom does it bring forth the fruit of
righteousness, and if it does, it is only for an instant. The nature of man
is only superficially moved with this religion, but there is no genuine
conviction of sin, no turning of one’s heart and one’s life to God.37

The religious impressions that seemed to move these individuals
did not endure. One of the tests of pure religion is endurance. Religion
is not worth having which does not endure. It will always be tested by
everyday life, trials, the glitter of this world and various temptations.
Some have known no other religion than that of passing convictions,
weak desires and good resolutions that usually come to nothing.38

The following points summarize the religion of the Jews during
Hosea’s time. Consider:

• God’s people were practicing syncretism. This is the practice of
combining various elements of different religions. They were
combining monotheism with idolatry, which is basically creating
another form of idolatry.

• God’s people were practicing “form” religion. This is offering
worship which is not consistent with one’s daily living. This is
inconsistent religion. The Lord’s people were living ungodly
lives, then, without repentance, offering worship to God. They
were no longer listening to God’s Word and they were quite
rebellious to the Lord, but still offering Him worship. Note these
passages concerning “form” religion: (Isa. 1:11-17; Jer. 6:20,
7:9; Amos 5:21-24).

• God’s people were offering insincere worship. They were going
through the outward forms of worship (offering sacrifices) but
they were not sincere in this worship.

• God’s people were practicing vain religion. They added human
elements to their worship, making their worship vain (Mk. 7:6-
9).

It was because of this practice of vain religion that Hosea proclaimed:
“Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the
words of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth”
(Hos. 6:5).
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THE RELIGION OF GOD’S PEOPLE TODAY

God’s people today must be certain that they do not repeat the same
errors. However, many of the Lord’s children today are guilty of the
same sins when they:

• Combine unscriptural Denominational elements of worship to the
worship revealed in the New Testament (Col. 2:22).

• Offer worship that is not consistent with their daily living (Mt.
16:24).

• Offer worship that is not sincere (Jn. 4:24; Mt. 15:8).

• Combine human elements to their worship and to the pure New
Testament teaching (Mk. 7: 6-9).

This is one of the reasons why studying the Old Testament is vital
for the church today. As is often said: “If man does not study history,
then he is destined the repeat the mistakes of the past.” If the Lord’s
people do not study the Old Testament, they are sure to repeat the same
sins as His people in the Old Testament period (Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor.
10:11-12). In every age, God has revealed how He wished to be
worshipped by His people. If God’s people desire for Him to accept
their worship, they must worship only as He directs in His inspired
Word. There must be New Testament authority for all we do in our
worship, and for every precept that God’s people teach (Col. 3:17).

This same fickle vain religion of Hosea’s time can be found among
some of God’s people today. At times, some of them seem to have
times of awakening to their worldly condition and unfaithfulness. Tears
of seeming contrition may cloud their eyes, but soon the sorrow and
tears pass away, and the serious impressions of reform vanish with
them. Yes, we are still meeting with this “morning-cloud” religion
among the people of God. Broken hearts and contrite spirits must still
be the pledge of true love for the Lord. Yet, as the dew of the morning
dries up and as the cloud vanishes away the pledge of repentance soon
passes away with many of God’s people. Why does this happen among
God’s children? There are likely several reasons and we may never
know them all. Even so, some of the reasons that seem to be certain are:

1. A genuine lack of true sincerity on the part of some of God’s
people,

2. The chronic levity and fickleness on the part of others,



H.D. Simmons 365

3. The problem of serious temptation, and

4. The influence of a worldly society.39

Whatever the reasons may be, God’s people must not allow vain and
fickle religion to infect God’s church.

THE SOCIETY IN WHICH GOD’S PEOPLE LIVE

As one notes God’s people in the Old Testament, God’s children
in the New Testament must realize that our society is far from God. It
is far away from God in at least the following areas:

1. Its thoughts—it ignores His claims and His commands.

2. Its sympathies—its heart is on those things that are repugnant to
a holy nation.

3. Its pursuits—its pursuits are those of carnal and selfish gratifica-
tions.40

As with God’s people in the Old Testament God’s people today are
becoming far too comfortable with an ungodly world.41

GOD’S WORD AS A GREAT LIGHT
SHOWS THAT SIN WILL NOT GO UNPUNISHED

In our day, the majority seemingly believes that sin will go unpun-
ished by God. That was exactly what the Israelites believed in Hosea’s
day. Hosea did his best to prove that God is just; thus, He cannot and
will not allow sin to go unpunished. His Word, as a great light,
illuminates the fact that we must repent of our sins, not simply excuse
our sins. All through God’s Word, there are warnings to this effect.

As in Hosea’s time, some have set their wills in hostility to the
Lord. They simply will not have the Lord to reign over them. Some are
rebels and will not lay down their arms of hostility and submit to
heaven’s will and become loyal subjects of the Christ. In this condition,
they are crushed, they are diseased; and, they will not accept the means
He has prescribed for their restoration to God. They are captives; they
are slaves who will not leave their cells, though He has thrown the
prison doors wide open. Even modern-day religion will not accept His
prescription for true freedom. These slaves to sin are paupers dying of
starvation, yet they will not take from the Lord His gift of the Bread of
life.42

Who is it that has the courage to tell them? Some of them sit in our
buildings, but we are too “loving” (?) to warn them. How tragic!
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WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THIS PRECIOUS LIGHT?

What an honor it is that we have the privilege to know this
wondrous light from our gracious Creator. A most vital question of our
life is: “What shall we do with God’s precious light?” The response to
this question will, to a large extent, determine our eternal destiny.
When we reject this wondrous light, we are judging ourselves unworthy
of everlasting life (Acts 13:46).

The souls of men are like blocks of marble, and the Lord is the
great Sculptor. He lovingly sent the Hebrew prophets to carve Israel
into the Divine Image. Yet, their religion was as thin as vapor and their
hearts as hard as stone. There is a great lesson for preachers of our day.
Much of a preacher’s work, contrary to popular belief, is to prick the
slumbering conscience and to hammer the stony heart. The concept has
been lost that God uses His law to slay. The Word of God is equipped
to produce the recognition of sin in its true nature and to show its
consequences. His Law slays when it is allowed to produce the guilt,
condemnation and remorse needed in our lives. It contains the ability
to convict and to condemn (Acts 2:37). Our brethren must understand
that an individual must be slain in relation to sin, before he can come
to the Lord. His Word must be allowed to come as a light to manifest
our sins, for persistent sinfulness on man’s part will shut him off from
the beauty of God’s precious mercy. Brethren, we must remember that
we are destined to live with God eternally. We are on this earth to be
prepared to serve Him in heaven. Teaching and preaching that reminds
us of this, and fits us for this, must be received thankfully.43

THIS LIGHT WILL ONE DAY JUDGE OUR SOULS

One day, we will all stand before our Creator and we will be judged
(2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:12; Mt. 25:31ff; Heb. 9:27). What a thought:
“We will stand before the One Who knows every ugly word we have
ever uttered and every ugly secret deed we have ever committed.” What
will be the standard of this judgment? The light of God’s precious
Word will judge our souls (Jn. 12:48). Do we really spend enough time
in our daily lives learning the very standard of our eternal judgment?
What could be more important?

CONCLUSION

When it comes to our sins, God’s Word is as clear and ominous as
a flash of lightening in our back yards—if we will but listen to Him.



H.D. Simmons 367

How we need this illuminating flash of light in the pulpits of the church
of the Lord. Many factors have caused such preaching to completely
cease in many of our pulpits. The practice of the exposure of sin in our
pulpits, though desperately needed, is perceived by some of us as
unloving, unkind and negative. Even many conservative brethren
would simply rather not hear it. Some of them say it does not edify
God’s people. Peace, at the price of condoning and completely ignoring
ungodliness, worldliness and sin is perceived by some as expedient for
our congregations. Men like Hosea would not be welcome in many of
our pulpits today. Vague generalities are fine, but specific condemna-
tion of our personal sins is completely out of place in many pulpits.
This condition will lead to even more acceptance of sin and worldliness
in the church, and a further weakening of the people of God. Many of
our preachers would never preach false doctrine, yet neither will they
boldly confront and expose worldliness and ungodliness in the church.
These preachers are too “gentlemanly” (?) to do this. Maybe so, but
could it be that they are also too cowardly and too fond of their present
positions? Could it be that they are more concerned about their
popularity than being true to the Word of God? What a disgrace! God
will deal with such cowards. Tragically though, in the mean time, they
are hurting and weakening God’s precious church. We desperately need
men with boldness and courage who will not spare, but who will sound
forth their voices like a trumpet and show God’s people their sins (Isa.
58:1).

The text under study here reminds us of Paul’s charge to the young
preacher Timothy (2 Tim. 4:1-5). He was charged in the strongest
terms, to be urgent in his preaching of God’s Word. Though many of
God’s people would turn from the Word, he was commanded to be
urgent in preaching it to them. Brother J. W. McGarvey well says:

The time-servers so abundant in our modern pulpits, who will
never rebuke sin, except at a long distance; who speak none but
smooth words about corruption in the church; and whose whole
study is personal popularity. Such men care for souls only as
these souls may in some way glorify them. They are too faithful
to their own aggrandizement to think of being faithful to God ...
It is implied in God’s Word if a religious teacher does shrink,
through any personal or selfish consideration, from declaring the
whole counsel of God to those he teaches, in some sense the
blood of those who may be lost through his neglect will be upon
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him (Ac. 20:23-28, Ezek. 3:16-21, 18:6). This is an unspeakably
fearful responsibility, and it should never be lost sight of.44

In Daniel, chapter four, Daniel had a word of judgment from God
for the great Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar. Some among us may
ask: “Should such royalty receive such a negative message?” The
answer is a resounding and bold: “Absolutely so!” Brethren must
understand that there are times when God’s message is unpleasant,
nonetheless it is God’s message and we must proclaim it with all love
and boldness. People in the world do not want to hear that they are lost.
Yet, if they do not realize this truth, how will they desire to be saved
from their sins? If the Lord’s church does not tell them, then no one
will tell them. Our brethren need to be told that we are getting too close
to the world. If we do not tell them, then who will tell them? If we do
not tell them, my preaching friends, and they are lost, then we share in
the responsibility of their lost condition. We must lovingly and boldly
tell them now, before it is too late! Yes, some of you will lose comfort-
able jobs, positions and big salaries; yet, heaven will be worth it all.

God’s people must still be slain by His Words. The power is still
there in His Word. His judgments must still go forth as the light, as
lightening flashing across the sky it must go forth. Will you have a part
in this great work? It is not time to lay your armor down. It is time to
use the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). Do you have the courage to do
so? If not, please for the sake of your soul and for the sake of many
others find another job. Let us with all our strength and might wield
that powerful sword, while we still can. If God be for us, who can be
against us (Rom. 8:31)?
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